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2000 Ralph Spangler, in recognition of his 50 years of commitment to the beef 

industry as a commercial cow-calf producer and feedlot operator, and his 

long-term service as a charter member and faithful supporter of our 

Association. 

 

2001 Zeb Vance Cline, Jr., in recognition of his lifelong dedication to 

Cleveland County agriculture as a farm manager, beef cattle producer, 

stockyard operator, and member of our Association. 

    

2002 T.G. “Ted” Westmoreland, DVM, in recognition of his service to the 

beef industry as a veterinarian and Angus breeder, his commitment to 

higher education, and his faithful support of our organization. 

   

2003 T. Wilbur “Casey” Martin, in recognition of his lifelong commitment to 

agriculture, his contribution to the beef industry as a commercial cattle 

producer, his devotion to education, and his service to our Association as 

board members and treasurer. 

   

2003 Roy Dedmon, in recognition of his contribution to the beef industry as a 

breeder of nationally-acclaimed Shorthorn cattle, his dedication to farm 

and family, and his service to the local community and our Association. 

  

2004 Johnnie James Bridges, in recognition of his strong work ethic, his 

dedication to young people, and his service to the beef industry as a 

purebred Black Angus breeder and exhibitor, and Association leader.   

 

2004 Marvin Hoyle Putnam, in recognition of his lifelong commitment to 

agriculture and his many contributions to the beef industry as a 

commercial cattle producer, stockyard operator, and Association member.  

 

2005 F.S. “Sec” Dedmon, in recognition of his impact on Cleveland County’s 

agricultural economy by shaping a transition from a reliance on cotton to 

dairy and beef production. A visional entrepreneur who founded the local 

livestock auction market, farm equipment sales, beef feedlot, and other 

farm-related business enterprises.   

 

2006 Joe S. Hamrick, in recognition of his service to agriculture as a farmer 

and lender, his contributions to the beef industry as a commercial cow-calf 

producer, and his visionary leadership and service to our Association as 

member, director, and president.  

 

 



2007 William A. “Dub” Martin, in recognition of his dedicated service to the 

beef cattle industry as a model producer, exhibitor and spokesman. An 

insightful and trusted leader at the local, state, and national levels and a 

true champion for the Charolais breed.  

 

2008 Hal Hendrick, in recognition of his service to the Angus breed as a 

purebred and director of the NC Angus Association, his promotion of the 

beef industry by supporting and encouraging youth, and his dedicated 

support of our Association.  

 

2009 Carl DeBrew, in recognition of his many contributions to youth as a 

vocational agriculture teacher and program administrator, his production 

and promotion of purebred and commercial cattle, his dedication to 

community service and enhancing the quality of rural life, and his service 

to our organization as a long-term member, director, and Treasurer. 

 

2010 Phil Rucker, Sr., in recognition of his service as a pioneer in the 

Charolais breed, a dedicated promotor of the beef industry, an unselfish 

supporter of all youth, a tireless worker for the community, a member and 

officer of our Association and a loving husband and father. 

   

2011 Wayne Yarbro, in recognition of his lifelong dedication to the 

commercial beef industry, his hands-on service to fellow cattle producers, 

his commitment to improving the profitability of the beef industry through 

good herd management, and his visionary leadership and tireless support 

of our organization. 

 

2012 Joe D. Costner, Sr., in recognition of his love for beef cattle, his 

dedication to the commercial cow-calf industry, his commitment to herd 

improvement through genetic selection and good management, his 

willingness to share his knowledge and experience with future 

generations, and his many years of support to our organization. 

 

2013 Ralph Harrill, in recognition of his lifelong dedication to the beef 

industry, his commitment to improvement and promotion of the Shorthorn 

breed, and his tireless devotion to the NC Junior Beef Round-Up and other 

youth showmanship and character development activities. 

   

2015       Randy Sweeting, in recognition of his service to the beef industry during 

his tenure as Extension Agricultural Agent (1979-1992) by advancing 

performance testing, supporting purebred association events, promoting 

state graded feeder calf sales, and strengthening local livestock shows. 

  

2016 Richard Hord, in recognition of his long-term commitment to the cow-

calf industry, his desire to learn an employ good management, his service 

to the Association as a member and director, and his dedication and 



success in planning a series of summer educational tours to points of 

interest in several states. 

  

2017 Jim Wilson, in recognition of his lifelong involvement and success in 

producing and showing quality beef cattle and his tireless efforts to 

improve and promote the Charolais breed. 

  

2019 Marvin Bruce Hamrick, in recognition of his lasting contributions to the 

beef industry as a purebred Angus breeder and owner/operator of Honey 

Haven Farms, his contributions to genetic improvement by hosting annual 

production sales and performance-tested bull sales, his leadership and 

service as president of the NC Agnus Association (1982-83), and his 

betterment of youth by growing and strengthening the NC Junior Angus 

Association. 

 

2020 Dr. John Jackson “Jack” Hunt, in recognition of his achievements and 

service to the industry as dentist, dairyman, beef producer, entrepreneur, 

longstanding member of the N.C. General Assembly, proponent of 

education, philanthropist, and community advocate. 

  

2020 Rodney Dedmon, in recognition of his commitment to excellence as a 

breeder and exhibitor of nationally acclaimed Shorthorn cattle, his 

diligence in improving and promoting the breed, and his contributions to 

the Association, the beef industry, and the local community.  

  

2022 Richard Gold, in recognition of his many contributions to the beef cattle 

industry as an exceptional livestock market manager and Texas Longhorn 

breeder and promoter.    

  

 2023  Grady Dallas Ward, in recognition of his career contributions to the beef 

industry in animal health and nutrition, his dedication to genetic 

improvement and promotion of the Angus breed, his leadership to our 

Organization as President, and his vision and persistence in establishing 

the Dallas Ward Memorial Scholarhip.   

 

2024 Edwin Royster, in recognition of his demonstrated excellence in beef 

cattle management and marketing, forage crop production and 

conservation of the farm’s natural resources.  

 


